Introduction
In the past decades considerable knowledge has been accumulated in the area of defining and understanding the mechanisms which monitor and control feed intake. The desire to further understand these mechanisms is stimulated by the expected increased in animal production, since (Short et al, 1974) and passage rates (Ingalls et al, 1966; Milchunas et al, 1978) are much higher compared to leaves and stems of grasses. This is partially attributed to the lower NDF content at comparable stages of maturity (Huston et al, 1981) . This indicates that the interaction between forage classes and maturity stages is the main interfering parameter. Therefore, feeding strategy and diet composition seems to have a definite impact on intake. Diet composition can be determined either by direct observation (Meuret et al, 1985) by rumen content analysis (Cordesse, 1994) Walters and Evans (1979) and Meijs et al (1982) as reported by Leaver (1985) ( (Cordesse, 1994) or biting observations on grazing animals (Meuret et a1,1985) . None of them are perfect; they all introduce bias. The digestibility of the collected samples is then evaluated in vitro (Aufr6re and Gu6rin, this issue) using Tilley and Terry method (1963) , fongic cellulase (Jarrige, 1970; Aufrbre, 1982) (Leaver, 1985) and + 30%.
Attempts have been made (Yiakoulaki, personal communication) (Table VII) .
Bite size for browsers has been proposed by Meuret (1989) 
